
Name:	  
World	  War	  2:	  The	  Home	  front	  
	  

What	  was	  going	  on	  in	  America	  during	  World	  War	  2?	  
	  

RATIONS	  During	  World	  War	  II:	  
Instructions	  from	  a	  ration	  booklet:	  

1. This book is valuable. Don't lose it. 
2. Each stamp authorizes you to purchase rationed goods in the quantities and at the times designated 
by the Office of Price Administration. Without the stamps you will be unable to purchase these goods.                                                                                                                                                               
3. Detailed instructions concerning the use of the book and the stamps will be issued. Watch for those 
instructions   so that you will know how to use your book and stamps. Your Local War Price and 
Rationing Board can give you full information.                                                                                                                         
4. Do not throw this book away when all of the stamps have been used, or when the time for their use has 
expired. You may be required to present this book when you apply for subsequent books.                                               
5. Rationing is a vital part of your country's war effort. Any attempt to violate the rules is an effort to deny 
someone his share and will create hardship and help the enemy.                                                                                                               
6. This book is your Government's assurance of your right to buy your share of certain goods made 
scarce by war. Price ceilings have also been established for your protection. Dealers must post these 
prices conspicuously. Don't pay more.                                                                                                                                   
7. Give your whole support to rationing and thereby conserve our vital goods. Be guided by the rule: "If 
you don't need it, DON'T BUY IT."        -US Government Printing Office 1943                                                                                                                                        

                                  

1.) According to the instructions what is the rule on conserving vital goods?  

 

2.)  Is rationing important to the war effort?  If you get caught violating the rules of ration what may you 
be accused of doing? 

 

3.) What has the government done to make sure that customers weren’t taken advantage of by high 
prices?  

 

4.) Do you think just food was rationed during World War II? What else may have been rationed? 

 

 

 



WOMEN During World War II:	  	  

	  

1) What does this World War II poster show about women’s roles during the war? 

 

2) What do you think this figure in the poster meant by saying, “We Can Do It!”? 

 

3.) How does this poster represent the significance of women during World War II? 

 

4.) If women weren’t used in combat, what other ways could they help the war effort? 

 

5.) Why do you think women were needed to work on the home front during World War II? 

 



 

Internment Camps in The United States During World War II: 

Korematsu	  v.	  U.S.	  

The	  Japanese	  bombed	  Pearl	  Harbor,	  Hawaii,	  on	  December	  7,	  1941,	  and	  after	  Japanese	  conquests	  in	  the	  Pacific,	  
near	  hysteria	  gripped	  the	  West	  Coast	  of	  the	  United	  States.	  Many	  people	  feared	  that	  Japan	  would	  attack	  there.	  At	  
the	  time	  of	  the	  bombing	  there	  were	  approximately	  112,000	  persons	  of	  Japanese	  descent	  living	  on	  the	  West	  
Coast,	  about	  70,	  000	  of	  whom	  were	  American	  citizens.	  	  
	  
In	  March	  1942,	  Congress	  passed	  legislation	  empowering	  President	  Franklin	  D.	  Roosevelt	  by	  executive	  order	  and	  
cabinet	  or	  military	  orders	  under	  his	  direction	  to	  restrict	  movement	  or	  residence	  in	  any	  designated	  military	  area	  
or	  war	  zone	  where	  he	  felt	  that	  such	  restriction	  was	  necessary	  to	  national	  security.	  Because	  of	  growing	  fear	  that	  
an	  invasion	  of	  the	  West	  Coast	  was	  imminent	  and	  lurking	  suspicions	  about	  the	  loyalty	  of	  Japanese	  Americans	  
living	  along	  the	  coast,	  President	  Roosevelt	  issued	  Executive	  Order	  #9066.	  This	  order	  declared	  that	  "the	  
successful	  prosecution	  of	  the	  war	  requires	  every	  possible	  protection	  against	  espionage	  and	  against	  sabotage	  to	  
national	  defense	  material,	  national	  defense	  premises,	  and	  national	  defense	  utilities."	  The	  order	  came	  to	  be	  
applied	  increasingly	  to	  people	  of	  Japanese	  ancestry,	  citizen	  and	  alien	  alike.	  The	  restrictions	  ranged	  from	  the	  
imposition	  of	  curfews	  to	  forced	  removal	  to	  "relocation	  centers"	  outside	  Military	  Area	  I.	  	  
	  
At	  the	  time	  of	  the	  announcement	  of	  the	  exclusion	  order,	  Fred	  Korematsu	  was	  in	  his	  early	  twenties.	  He	  was	  of	  
Japanese	  ancestry	  but	  was	  born	  in	  Oakland,	  California.	  A	  graduate	  of	  Oakland	  High	  School,	  Korematsu	  had	  tried	  
twice	  to	  enlist	  in	  the	  army	  but	  was	  turned	  down	  for	  a	  physical	  disability.	  Before	  and	  after	  the	  bombing	  of	  Pearl	  
Harbor,	  Fred	  worked	  in	  defense	  plants	  in	  the	  San	  Francisco	  area.	  He	  had	  no	  criminal	  record	  and	  had	  been	  a	  
loyal,	  law-‐abiding	  American	  citizen.	  Had	  he	  obeyed	  the	  order,	  he	  would	  have	  been	  separated	  from	  his	  Caucasian	  
girl	  friend,	  so	  rather	  than	  submit	  to	  confinement	  he	  ran	  away.	  Posing	  as	  Chinese,	  Korematsu	  took	  a	  job	  in	  a	  
trailer	  park.	  	  
	  
Arrested	  in	  May,	  Korematsu	  was	  tried	  in	  a	  federal	  district	  court.	  He	  challenged	  the	  order	  as	  it	  applied	  to	  him,	  a	  
loyal	  citizen	  of	  the	  United	  States,	  but	  he	  was	  found	  guilty	  of	  knowingly	  violating	  the	  Civilian	  Exclusion	  Order.	  
Korematsu	  appealed	  the	  district	  court's	  decision	  to	  the	  U.S.	  Circuit	  Court,	  but	  his	  conviction	  was	  sustained.	  He	  
was	  confined	  in	  a	  relocation	  center	  in	  Utah	  while	  he	  appealed	  his	  case	  to	  the	  United	  States	  Supreme	  Court.	  	  
	  
**14th	  Amendment:	  grants	  citizenship	  and	  equal	  protection	  under	  the	  law	  for	  all	  Americans,	  regardless	  of	  race.	  
	  
1)	  Why	  was	  the	  United	  States	  becoming	  paranoid	  with	  Americans	  of	  Japanese	  descent?	  What	  event	  caused	  this?	  
	  
	  
	  
2)	  Were	  Fred	  Korematsu's	  Fourteenth	  Amendment	  rights	  violated	  by	  the	  civilian	  exclusion	  order?	  	  
	  
	  
	  
3)	  Why	  was	  Korematsu	  arrested	  in	  May?	  
	  
	  
	  
4)	  	  Do	  you	  agree	  with	  the	  United	  States	  or	  Fred	  Korematsu?	  Why?	  
 

 



African Americans During World War II: 

The Tuskegee Airman were an elite group of African-American pilots in the 1940s. They were pioneers in equality and 
integration of the Armed Forces. The term  "Tuskegee Airmen" refers to all who were involved in the Army Air Corps 
program to train African Americans to fly and maintain combat aircraft. The Tuskegee Airmen included pilots, 
navigators, bombardiers, maintenance and support staff, instructors, and all the personnel who kept the planes in the air.  
 
The primary flight training for these service members took place at the Division of Aeronautics of Tuskegee Institute. 
Air Corps officials built a separate facility at Tuskegee Army Air Field to train the pilots. The Tuskegee Airmen not 
only battled enemies during wartime but also fought against racism and segregation thus proving they were just as good 
as any other pilot.  Racism was common during World War II and many people did not want blacks to become pilots. 
They trained in overcrowded classrooms and airstrips, and suffered from the racist attitude of some military officials. 
The Tuskegee Airman suffered many hardships, but they proved themselves to be world-class pilots. 
 
Even though the Tuskegee Airmen proved their worth as military pilots they were still forced to operate in segregated 
units and did not fight alongside their white countrymen.  
 
The men earned the nickname "Red Tail Angels" since the bombers considered their escorts  "angels" and the red paint 
on the propeller and tail of their planes.   
 
In March of 1942 George Roberts, Benjamin Davis Jr., Charles BeBow Jr., Mac Ross and Lemuel Custis received 
silver wings of Army Air Force pilots. These men completed the standard Army flight classroom instruction and many 
hours of flight time. Receiving their silver wings marked a milestone in being the first African Americans to qualify as 
military pilots in any branch of the armed forces.  
 
By the end of the war, 992 men had graduated from Negro Air Corps pilot training at Tuskegee; 450 were sent overseas 
for combat assignment. During the same period, about 150 lost their lives while in training or on combat flights. These 
black Airmen manage to destroy or damage over 409 German airplanes, 950 ground units, and sank a battleship 
destroyer. They ran more than 200 bomber escort missions during World War II.  
 
On Nov. 6, 1998, President Clinton approved Public Law 105-355, which established the Tuskegee Airmen National 
Historic Site at Moton Field in Tuskegee, Ala., to commemorate and interpret the heroic actions of the Tuskegee 
Airmen during World War II. 
 
When the site opened Oct. 10, 2008, at Moton Field, Ala., National Park Officials designated part of Interstate 85, 
which passes near the city of Tuskegee, as the Tuskegee Airmen Memorial Highway.  
 

1.) What type of hardships did the Tuskegee Airmen need to overcome to  become elite pilots? 

 

2.) After they proved they were great military pilots were the Tuskegee Airmen treated the same as whites? 

 

3.) What impact did the Tuskegee Airmen have for future African American soldiers? 

 

4.) What impact did the Tuskegee Airmen have during World War II? 


